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You know, when the weather permits, we
go after the tanks and we go after the sol-
diers. But the tanks and the soldiers are there
because people who believe in ethnic cleans-
ing ordered them to go there. And in this
conflict, it would be wrong and unfair not
to target the command and control oper-
ations as well. And that’s why the Socialist
Party headquarters in Belgrade, for example,
was targeted.

President Milosevic
Q. Mr. President, can the Kosovar refu-

gees ever go home, with an international se-
curity force, without Mr. Milosevic giving his
okay?

The President. Well, that’s a hypothetical
question, but, of course, there are scenarios
under which that could occur.

Q. Mr. President, can you imagine an out-
come in this war, sir, that would leave
Milosevic in power?

The President. Well, we set forth certain
conditions, and if he meets those conditions
and the Serbian people are willing to con-
tinue him in power, then I could imagine
such an outcome. Now, that begs the ques-
tion of what the War Crimes Tribunal will
do or what other action might be taken.

But we—NATO has never taken a position
on that issue. Our concern has been for the
Kosovar people, for the welfare of the refu-
gees, for the integrity of their life and how
they are treated.

Secretary General Solana. I would like
to add to what the President has said, it
would really concern us in the future of the
people who have been suffering—being ex-
pelled from their houses, from their coun-
try—to see them returned. That we are going
to see, and that’s our main concern and the
concern that we have now to continue.

The President. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro). The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of Secretary General Javier Solana. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7187—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 1999
April 22, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Over the past year, in communities across

our Nation, Americans have witnessed with
shock and disbelief the painful consequences
of hatred and brutality. The beating and mur-
der of Matthew Shepard in Wyoming and
the killing of Billy Jack Gaither in Alabama
taught us how easily prejudice can erupt into
violence. The murder of James Byrd in Texas
reminded us in stark terms of the poisonous
legacy of racism in America. While the vic-
tims of these crimes are known to us because
of the particularly heinous nature of the acts
that took their lives, there are thousands
more Americans unknown to us who become
victims of crime each day. Behind each of
these tragic statistics is an individual whose
rights have been violated, whose life has been
taken or irrevocably changed, and whose
family, friends, and community have been
touched by the shadows of violence and fear.

Recognizing the widespread impact of
crime on our Nation, my Administration has
worked hard during the past 6 years to
strengthen our criminal justice system, to re-
duce the incidence of crime, and to cham-
pion the rights of crime victims. Through
such landmark legislation as the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of
1994—which included the Violence Against
Women Act, the Brady Bill, and the Commu-
nity Notification Act—we have put thousands
of new police officers into America’s commu-
nities, given crime victims a greater voice in
the criminal justice process, prevented more
than a quarter million felons, fugitives, and
stalkers from obtaining handguns, and pro-
tected women and children from violence
and abuse in their homes and communities.
With these and other measures, we have pro-
vided communities with needed assistance
and have helped reduce the violent crime
rate in the United States to its lowest level
in nearly a quarter century.

But we still have much to do if we are
to prevent those crimes motivated by hatred.
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That is why I have urged the Congress to
pass the Hate Crimes Prevention Act of
1999. This proposed legislation would
strengthen existing Federal hate crimes law
by covering crimes committed because of the
victim’s sexual orientation, gender, or dis-
ability, and by expanding the situations in
which prosecutions can be brought for vio-
lent crimes perpetrated because of the vic-
tim’s race, color, religion, or national origin.

As recent events have made clear, we must
address intolerance early in life. We are
reaching out to students in middle school—
young people who are at an especially im-
pressionable age—through a public-private
partnership entitled ‘‘Dealing with Our Dif-
ferences.’’ This partnership will develop a
program to teach tolerance in the classroom,
highlight positive ways in which adolescents
are dealing with issues of diversity, and show
the harmful impact intolerance causes in the
daily lives of our youth. In an effort to under-
stand better the problem of hate crimes and
prejudice among young Americans, I have
asked the Departments of Justice and Edu-
cation to include in their annual report card
on school safety a new section on hate crimes
among our youth, whether they occur in
school or elsewhere; and these departments
will also collect and publish data regarding
hate crimes and intolerance on college cam-
puses.

During National Crime Victims’ Rights
Week, let us remember not only those who
have suffered at the hands of criminals, but
also those generous men and women who
work each day to bring justice and healing
to victims and their loved ones. Whether as
victims’ advocates, counselors, law enforce-
ment personnel, prosecutors, or community
volunteers, they reflect America’s resolve to
protect the rights of every citizen and to build
a future where our differences no longer
make us targets of hatred and intolerance.
Let us also remember in our prayers the peo-
ple of Littleton, Colorado. While it is still
to early to determine the specific cir-
cumstances that led to this week’s tragic
events, it is never too soon to teach our chil-
dren that violence and hatred are wrong and
have no place in our schools or in our society.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,

by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 through
May 1, 1999, as National Crime Victims’
Rights Week. I urge all Americans to remem-
ber crime victims and their families by work-
ing to reduce violence, to assist those harmed
by crime, and to make our homes and com-
munities safer places in which to live and
raise our families.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:11 a.m., April 26, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 27.

Remarks on Departure for the
Ronald Reagan International Trade
Center and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 23, 1999

School Safety
The President. Good morning. Before I

leave to go to the NATO Summit this morn-
ing, I’d like to say just a few more words
about the tragedy in Littleton and the steps
we’re taking to make all our schools safer.

The images from Colorado have become
painfully familiar, the terrified children, the
racing ambulances, the grieving families. We
saw them last year, in Pearl, West Paducah,
Jonesboro, Springfield. We were reminded
again this week that none of our communities
is immune to senseless violence.

Still, it is important to remember and to
remind our children that the vast majority
of our schools are safe. Nearly everywhere
in America a child still is safer in school than
anywhere else in the community.

But this week’s tragedy reminds us again
that one act of violence is one too many. We
must do more to keep guns out of the hands
of children, to help our young people express
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